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A prospectus provides an introduction to your topic, a research question your paper will address, the plan of action you will undertake to assess the research question (find your answer), and a thesis.  A prospectus will provide you an initial topic and research strategy, and provide the professor an opportunity to assess your project before you delve deeply into it.
The first and most important steps in creating a useful prospectus is identifying a topic, and research question.
A topic is a general area your paper will address
A research question is the SPECIFIC question your paper will address and answer, i.e. does access to public libraries improve an individual’s long-term income potential? Or, what are the effects of legalized marijuana on levels of street crime?
BRIEFLY discuss your research topic, and a proposed research question.  Additionally, explain why the question is important for your specific topic area.

